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Guerrillas 
Lift Deadline 
On Hostages 

Prom News Dispatches 

Four nations were negotiating last night for the re- 
lease of three hijacked airliners and their passengers, , 
with the hijackers’ deadline for blowing up the planes 
apparently lifted as long as talks continued. 

A third plane was seized by Palestinian extremists . 
earlier yesterday, and was landed near the two previous- 
ly hijacked jets in the Jordanian desert. 

The hijackers originally said they would blow up the 
airliners by 10 p.m. last night (Washington time) if Pales- 
tinian guerrillas being held in Britain, Switzerland and 
West Germany were not released. But reports here in- 
dicated the deadline had been postponed indefinitely. 

The three countries holding the guerrillas, and the 
United States, have reportedly worked out a joint ne- 
gotiating position under which all passengers and crews 
would have to be released together. Earlier the Pales- 
tinians had attempted to trade with each country sep- 
arately. 

The negotiations are being carried on through the 
International Red Cross, which has representatives at 
the dirt-surfaced landing strip northeast of Amman 
where the aircraft and about 300 passengers and crew- 
men are being held. 

The planes are surrounded by armed guerrillas of 
the extremist Popular Front for . the Liberation of 
Palestine. 

The guerrillas are in' turn surrounded by units of the 
Jordanian army. 

Heavy fighting broke out between guerrillas and the 
army during the day in Amman, Jordan’s capital, and 
north of it. Communication with the city was cut off. 

. The Popular Front, which engineered the three hi- 
jackings, has never explicitly stated its intentions if 
its demands are not met. But it has left the impression 
that it might blow up the aircraft with passengers in 
them. 
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-Israel has so far refused to deal with the Front, which 
is also demanding the release of some 3,000 Palestinians 
held there. 

Several of the passengers on the aircraft are be- 
lieved to be Israelis, and there is some evidence that 
the Front is treating all Jewish passengers, including 
those with American passports, as Israelis. 

Israel earlier voiced concern that the Western Euro- 
pean powers would trade off the Palestinians in their 
jails to secure the return of their own nationals, leav- 
ing the Israelis in the hands of the guerrillas. 

The United States and the Western European gov- 
ernments are apparently working out a joint position 
requiring all passengers to be released together to 
foreclose that possibility. 

Jordan has been powerless to act. 

Since 1967, the Jordanian regime of King Hussein 
has seen its power eroded by the organizations repre- 



senting the Palestinian refugees. 

All the Palestinian groups are opposed to Jordan’s 
participation in the current U.S.-initiated effort to Bring 
about a peace settlement between the Arabs and the 
Israelis. They all seek the destruction of the state of 
Israel. The Popular Front, however, has refused to go 
along with the more moderate groups in muting criti- 
cism of the effort. 

In a statement issued after a Pan American 747 
Jumbo jet was blown up at the Cairo airport, the Front 
said it was done as a gesture of opposition to Egypt’s 
willingness to negotiate. 

Reports from Britain last night said a stream of police 
cars sped out of the Ealing jail in suburban London 
and appeared headed for a nearby airport. Leila 
Khamed, the fiery female guerrilla, had been held at 
Ealing since she was seized during the thwarted attempt 
to hijack an El A1 plane Sunday. 

There was speculation that the police were moving 
her to an airport so that she could be taken to Zurich, 
where the Arab guerrilla prisoners imprisoned by the 
Swiss and Germans were being assembled. 

The British cabinet met yesterday following the re- 
port of the BOAC hijacking, but there was no report of 
its decision. 

A West German spokesman, commenting on that 
government’s decision to free the three guerrillas held 
since February, said that Bonn had agreed, to handle 
the situation on the basis of this “four-power coopera- 
tion.” Observers believed the Germans would not carry 
out any unilateral deal with the Popular Front. 

The situation of those American passengers who aTe . 
Jewish is confused. None of them, apparently, was 
among the 127, mostly women and children, from the 
TWA and Swissair planes who were allowed to go to 
hotels in Amman on Monday. 

Spokesmen for the Front have asserted that the 
American Jews have dual U.S.-Israeli citizenship, ap- 
parently implying that their allegiance to Israel is just 
as strong as that to the United States. 

After yesterday’s hijacking, the BOAC office in Lon- | 
don said there were three Americans aboard the VC-10 i 
- and gave their last names as Bowler, Lameir and Mar- 
ciano. The airline said the other passengers included 
52‘British, 19 Indians, 13 Bahreinis and three Egyptians. 
There were unconfirmed reports that members of the . 
Bahrein royal family were aboard the ship. 

While the plane was refueling in Beirut, Lebanon’s 
minister of public works, Pierre Gemayel, and the Brit- • 
,ish ambassador in Beirut went to the control tower, 
which was in the hands of armed guerrillas, and ap- 
. pealed to the hijackers by radio to free any women 
and children on board. 

Gemayel said they replied: “No, we are leaving with 
everybody or we are blowing up the plane with every- 
body.” 

Gemayel, who has frequently expressed sympathy for 
the Palestinians’ cause, said he would ask his fellow 
cabinet ministers to announce that Lebanon would no 
--longer permit hijacked planes to land at Beirut. 

Cairo’s airport, 13 miles from the Egyptian capital, 

)was shut down shortly after news of the BOAC hijack- 
ihg, apparently to thwart any attempt to land the plane 
"there. Egypt has condemned the hijackings, claiming 
they damage the Arab cause by alienating world opinion. 

Cairo remained silent on the fate of the three hijack- 
ers who were taken into custody Sunday after they 
blew up the 747. Officials said the government was 
continuing its investigation. 

Meanwhile yesterday, Dr. G. van der Wal, president of 
KLM Royal Dutch Airlines, disclosed that Lloyd’s of 
London had given his carrier a week’s cancellation no- 




tice of all insurance on KLM’s fleet of 44 jet aircraft. 

In a telephone interview from Hawaii, where he is 
attending a meeting of the International Air Transport 
Association, van der Wal said he believed that most 
other foreign airlines — insured also by Lloyd’s — are re- 
ceiving cancellation notices. Van der Wal expressed 
confidence that his carrier’s insurance policy would be 
renegotiated and renewed before next Tuesday, when 
the cancellation becomes effective, but at significantly 
higher premiums. 

“When risk goes up, premiums will go up,” he said. 

A spokesman for Pan American World said the car- 
rier has not yet received any cancellation notice. Of- 
ficials at Trans World Airlines could not be reached for 
comment. 

The International Federation, of Airline Pilots yes- 
terday called for United Nations action against aerial 
hijacking, including an air service boycott of states 
helping or giving sanctuary to the air pirates or sabo- 
teurs. 

The association said in a press statement in London 
that it would be unwilling to take any action at this 
time which might prejudice the safety of the passengers 
and crews of the airliners hijacked by Arab commandos. 

It was also opposed to the carrying of armed guards 
in “airliners or the arming of pilots. 




